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BY MOVEMENT AGAINST FULANI OCCUPATION (MAFO) 

 Makurdi, Benue State, Nigeria. 

Monday, 15th Jan. 2018 

 

SAFETY OF BENUE LIVES AND THE PEACE OF NIGERIA 

 

You will recall that on Thursday January 11th 2018, Benue State conducted a Mass Burial for over 73 

persons brutally murdered in cold blood by Fulani Herdsmen Terrorists. What the known Herdsmen 

Associations in Nigeria have said in their various News Conferences and Media Interviews is that 

they invaded Benue State to kill our people as protest over implementation of Benue’s Open Grazing 

Prohibition and Ranches Establishment Law 2017.  

These boastful statements following the bloody invasions of Benue and the Mass Burial is a blessing 

in disguise not only for managers of security in Benue State, but also for all persons entrusted with 

security in the Middle Belt of Nigeria, Northern Nigeria, the entire nation, and even the International 

Community.  

We say that it is a blessing in disguise because the cloud of uncertainty which hitherto hung over 

previous dastardly attacks on law-abiding unarmed Benue and other Nigerian communities by 

Herdsmen terror gangs has been finally and permanently swept away. The comments from well-

known leaders of Miyeti Allah Cattle Breeders Association of Nigeria, prominent Fulani personalities, 

and interestingly, Emirs and the Sultan of Sokoto, show clearly to even the greatest doubters that 

the killings in Benue were not spontaneous reactions to so called communal crises or theft of cattle 

but a carefully organized, funded, supervised and executed acts of invasion, murder and destruction 

of lives and property of Benue communities on trumped up accusations.  

That the killings are not mere acts of aggrieved herdsmen but the handwork of well trained, well 

paid, well armed gangs/militia terrorists that act as a standing army of invasion, sponsored by Fulani 

Elites to wage war across Nigeria, particularly, Benue State.   

That the terrorists and their sponsors are not foreigners from Mali, Chad, Niger, Libya, Senegal, etc, 

sneaking into Nigeria to cause havoc and retreating to their various countries of origin. Rather, the 

murderers are Nigerians sponsored by Nigerians to kill and destroy Nigerians.  

That the main reason for the invasion of Benue State is not land, grass and water for their cattle as 

they have tried to make the world believe. Instead it is the same old sinister plot of using maximum 

barbaric bloodshed to frighten the law-abiding communities into submission to be enslaved and 

Islamized.  

That all this while, as the officials of Miyeti Allah Cattle Breeders Association boasted about their 

past killings and announced plans of further invasion of Benue State, no arrests have been made of 



their spokesmen. The murderers and the intending murderers and their sponsors are roaming free 

as if Governance has finally died in Nigeria and we are now in a state of anarchy. It is not known to 

Nigerian laws that a man can go about killing and destroying simply because he suspects that a 

community stole his cows or killed his relative. If other Nigerians adopted the same approach in 

seeking redress then of course there will be no country. Therefore the sustained actions of Miyeti 

Allah amounts to a coup against constituted authority in Nigeria and must be treated as such.  

Going by the above scenario, our organization, the Movement Against Fulani Occupation (MAFO), a 

non-violent, law-abiding pressure group, following in our well known culture of peace making, 

hereby state as follows: 

1.  That the Federal Government declares Miyeti Allah as a terrorist organization forthwith.  

2.  That the Federal Government ensure the arrest and prosecution of leaders of Miyeti Allah who 

have owned up to the Benue killings for their direct involvement in multiple murder and destruction 

in Benue State.  

3.  That the Federal Government step up the current security presence inside Benue to include 

active search for and flushing out of all the Fulani terror gangs that are openly roaming across Benue 

State.  

4.  That the Federal Government direct the security operation to go into Nasarawa and Taraba States 

where it has now become clear that Herdsmen terror gangs have their convergence and training 

bases as well as supply and backup centres.  

5.  That the Federal Government set in motion a machinery for the reconstruction, rehabilitation and 

compensation of communities ravaged by the over 47 separate attacks from 2011 to 2018.  

 

CONCLUSION 

1.  Judging by the well-known role of MAFO in the emergence of the Benue Open Grazing Prohibition 

and Ranches Establishment Law 2017, MAFO stands solidly with the Government and People of 

Benue State to say that the Law has come to stay and the law, when properly implemented and 

obeyed, will usher in an era of peaceful co-existence between Benue farmers and livestock farmers 

from all parts of Nigeria, including the Fulani herdsmen. No amount of bloodshed, intimidation and 

destruction will cause the reversal of this very humane and well thought-out legislation which is 

clearly in line with international best practises.  

2.  The Movement Against Fulani Occupation (MAFO), wishes to thank the IG of Police and the 

Plateau State Governor for apologising to the people of Benue State for their callous, insensitive and 

ill-advised comments on the ongoing bloodshed in Benue State. We wish to state that Nigeria can 

never know peace, and the entire Nigeria will be the loser, if Benue communities continue to be at 

war with invading Herdsmen terrorists. So making mockery of Benue State is rather making mockery 

of our Security apparatus, making mockery of Mr. President and making mockery of the entire 

Nigeria because the marauders have no intention to be limited to Benue State and also no group has 

a monopoly of gruesome violence.  



 

3.  It is our view that while the bloody exploits of herdsmen terrorists might be a thing of joy to some 

sections of Nigeria, their unchecked bloody invasions cast a very dark shadow on the ability of 

President Muhammadu Buhari to manage a multi-ethnic and multi-religious Nigeria. The sustained 

terror from Fulani killer gangs without the usual stiff counter measures from the Nigerian Military 

portray a biased President that is serving an ethnic agenda and therefore making him not good 

enough for further leadership of Nigeria come 2019.  MAFO believes that Mr. President has a 

window of a few weeks to prove to Nigerians that he indeed “belongs to everybody and belongs to 

nobody”.  

4.  Finally, MAFO extends our gratitude to all Nigerians and International organizations that have 

made effort to read and understand both the spirit and letters of the Benue Law. The law is there for 

all to read. You know clearly that nowhere in that law is Benue State is driving out any Nigerian. 

Rather the law lays out a solid and sustainable foundation for agriculture without bloodbath. MAFO 

hates the shedding of Fulani blood the same way that we abhor the shedding of Benue blood or 

shedding the blood of any Nigeria. All Nigerian lives matter. There is no reason to kill in the name of 

cattle rearing or farming. We therefore call on all men and women of goodwill to stand with Benue 

State as we pave the way for peace and brotherliness with all Nigerians that wish to live and do 

business of any kind inside Benue State of Nigeria.  

 

 Long Live MAFO! 

Long Live Benue State  

Long Nigeria! 
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